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Intent 

Principles of the History Curriculum 

The United Curriculum for History is built upon the core United Curriculum principles 
available here. 

 

At Montsaye Academy, we believe the study of our History curriculum will enable 
learners to become confident, knowledgeable and inquisitive young people. Pupils will 
be prepared for the demands of a modern world; to question the world around them, 
becoming compassionate and gaining a deep knowledge and understanding of the 
world and its past.  Enabling our learners to develop the core skills needed for sixth 
form, university and beyond. We will also ensure our students learn the skills of a 
historian, to research, record and report on events making analytical and supported 
judgements.  Developing respect and compassion by studying a vast and intriguing 
history from around the world which links with present events, making our students well-
rounded intellectuals. 

“Learning from the past, for a better future.” 

 

 

The rationale behind the sequencing of lessons: 

The Y10 Curriculum has been planned to teach our GCSE students the main exam skills 
they will need for their Y11 exams. throughout Y10 they will learn and practice key exam 
skills that make up over 50% of their marks. From learning how to write a narrative to 
analyse key events in the American West to learning how to evaluate two historical 
interpretations of events from Russia and the Soviet Union. Our GCSE pupils will have 
access to model answers and mark schemes to increase the confidence and knowledge 
of the key components which make up their History GCSE. Throughout the year pupils 
will have their knowledge tested at the beginning of lessons through Do Now tasks and 
factual quizzes at the end of each unit. 

 

Implementation 

In Key Stage 4 the History curriculum is implemented as follows: 

 

https://www.montsaye.org/curriculum/


Year 10 

In GCSE History we deliver the Edexcel units and Y10 will start their journey with the 
American West Paper 2 Unit, which investigates the effects of American migration into 
the American West and the impact on the Native Americans. Key exam skills are taught 
including how to write an analytical narrative of certain events, and how to explain the 
importance of key factors. From the American West Y10 will learn the Paper 3 unit, 
Russia and the Soviet Union 1917-41. Here pupils will learn the key events in Russia 
which have shaped our modern world today. Y10 students will practice and perfect their 
source analysis skills and their analysis of historical interpretations. Pupils will be 
provided with modelled answers and Edexcel mark schemes and past exam questions 
will be used to support Y10 students throughout Y10, culminating in their end of Y10 
exams, where pupils will experience the public exam conditions to prepare them for their 
real exams. 

Year 11 

In GCSE History we deliver the Edexcel units and Y11 will cover the Paper 1 Medicine 
Through time and the Western Front units. Pupils will learn how medicine has changed 
since the Middle Ages and which key factors were significant in change and continuity 
of medicine. Pupils will begin Y11 by learning the key features of medicine in the 
Western Front during WWI, where pupil will practice their source analysis skill which 
were learnt in Y10. Pupils will be provided with modelled answers and Edexcel mark 
schemes and past exam questions will be used to support Y11 with their home learning 
and revision, which will be assessed during two mock exam periods which will cover all 
three Papers, then culminating in their public exams. 

 

Impact 

The careful sequencing of the curriculum – and how concepts are gradually built over 

time – is the progression model. If pupils keep up with the curriculum, they are making 

progress. Formative assessment is prioritised and is focused on whether pupils are 

keeping up with the curriculum. 

In general, this is done through: 

• Questioning in lessons. Teachers check understanding so they can fill 

gaps and address misconceptions as required. 

• Pupil conferencing with books. Subject leads and SLT talk to pupils about 

what they have learnt – both substantive and disciplinary knowledge – 

and how this connects to the vertical concepts that they have been 

developing in previous years and other subjects.  

• Post-learning quizzes at the end of each unit. These give teachers an 

understanding of the knowledge that pupils can recall at the end of the 

unit and can be used to identify any remaining gaps to be filled.  



• Pre-learning quizzes at the start of each unit. These assess pupils’ 

understanding of the prior knowledge that is required to access the new 

content in the unit. These are used to identify gaps to be filled prior to 

teaching the new unit.  

 


