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Intent
Principles of Ethics and Philosophy - GCSE Religious Studies Curriculum
The United Curriculum for Ethics and Philosophy - GCSE Religious Studies is built upon the core United Curriculum principles available here.

The aim of Ethics and Philosophy is to inspire learners to think critically about a range of moral and philosophical questions. 
Our holistic approach encompasses Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC), British Values, and Community Cohesion. We focus on preparing pupils for life in the 21st century, engaging pupils in units of work which are contemporary and relevant to our local context.  
EP will help develop pupils' knowledge and understanding of a wide range of religious viewpoints, philosophical perspectives and secular world views and explores their own responses to life's challenges. Reference is constantly made to those who live out their beliefs, insights and values in their daily lives and within their own communities. This includes those from a non-religious context such as humanists. This gives pupils the knowledge and skills to flourish both within their own community and as members of a diverse and global society. EP plays an important role in preparing pupils for their future, for employment and lifelong learning. It enhances their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development as well as the Academy values of honesty, compassion and respect.
Ethics and Philosophy plays an important part in preparing pupils for life in modern Britain and within Montsaye, aligned as it is, with our school values and British values.

The rationale behind the sequencing of lessons:
Human Relationships is an accessible theme to introduce the students to the GCSE with a familiar topic. This allows the teaching of core skills such as reference to scripture, analysis and evaluation using straightforward themes content. The rest of Year 10 then sees the delivery of Christian beliefs and Practices followed by Buddhist beliefs and Practices. This gives a strong foundation on the two religions and completes the content for Paper 1 in Year 10. Both religions can then be regularly reviewed and revised while teaching the themes in Year 11.

Implementation
In Key Stage 4 the Ethics and Philosophy - GCSE Religious Studies curriculum is implemented as follows:

In KS4, building on KS3, thematic studies across a range of religious and non-religious viewpoints are studied. The intent is not only to teach the beliefs of others, but to make students aware of the broader moral and ethical issues involved in preparation for future situations they may face.
Beliefs and practices are studied discretely, focussing on Christianity and Buddhism. The Intent here is to show a broad range of faiths representing both Dharmic and Abrahamic religious traditions.

Year 10
1. Christianity
2. Buddhism
3. Thematic Study 1

Recall questions interleaving past knowledge, direct Instruction, modelling, exam question practice (independent and modelled with visualiser), check phase with ABCD boards/whiteboards, debate and discussion, reading texts, highlighting and annotating texts, videos of religious stories and about believers' practices. 12 marker questions


Year 11
1. Thematic Study 2, 3 and 4

Recall questions interleaving past knowledge, direct Instruction, modelling, exam question practice (independent and modelled with visualiser), check phase with ABCD boards/whiteboards, debate and discussion, reading texts, highlighting and annotating texts, videos of religious stories and about believers' practices. 12 mark questions, reviews of Mock papers, examination of exam reports.

Impact
The careful sequencing of the curriculum – and how concepts are gradually built over time – is the progression model. If pupils keep up with the curriculum, they are making progress. Formative assessment is prioritised and is focused on whether pupils are keeping up with the curriculum.
In general, this is done through:
· Questioning in lessons. Teachers check understanding so they can fill gaps and address misconceptions as required.
· Pupil conferencing with books. Subject leads and SLT talk to pupils about what they have learnt – both substantive and disciplinary knowledge – and how this connects to the vertical concepts that they have been developing in previous years and other subjects. 
· Post-learning quizzes at the end of each unit. These give teachers an understanding of the knowledge that pupils can recall at the end of the unit and can be used to identify any remaining gaps to be filled. 
· Pre-learning quizzes at the start of each unit. These assess pupils’ understanding of the prior knowledge that is required to access the new content in the unit. These are used to identify gaps to be filled prior to teaching the new unit. 


Right to withdraw 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of religious education.  
For any requests to withdraw your child from religious education, please contact the school to arrange a meeting with the Principal in the first instance. 

