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Year 9 Subject preferences

As we approach the start of year 10, students are being asked what subjects they would prefer to study for the next two years here at Montsaye Academy. 
All our students will study the national curriculum. This includes Maths, English, Science and Core PE. The national curriculum ensures that, provided a student performs well enough, they will have access to most courses at sixth form or college. Entry to post 16 qualifications is determined on performance in the national curriculum and an overall set of positive results, not by specific courses taken at GCSE.
At Montsaye Academy, we also offer students the option of completing the EBACC. The EBACC measures student performance in the national curriculum as well as in one humanity GCSE (History or Geography) and a modern foreign language (French). This combination of subjects is studied by many students across the country and has been a factor in the selection process for courses at degree level. It is recommended for those thinking of an education pathway post 18.
Recently, we provided you with an update of how your child was performing in year 9. We have used their performance within subjects to determine the range of courses that your child can make preferences from in years 10 and 11. Every student will select to study either Geography or History from the first block. Students will then make 5 further selections from the subjects in the open list and rank these in order of preferences. A small number of students will have been pre-selected to study Separate Sciences, and this will be visible in the open list.
We cannot guarantee that students will receive all their preferences as demand for some courses can be high. As a result, if there is a lot of competition for places on a course, students’ prior attainment will be considered, and students may be interviewed by the head of subject to determine suitability. 
If you have any questions, queries or simply need more information, please add comments in the signature box at the end of the form.
Yours sincerely
Mr Finan
Assistant Principal (Curriculum)

Subject:  Art

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
Component 1 = 60% 
Component 2 = 40% 
All marked by the department and a sample moderated in school by an external moderator.
What will be covered in the course?
The course starts with a foundation project to introduce new skills, techniques and artist. The major project varies as it is reviewed every year and changed / updated. 
The exam project is set by the exam board. Both have to cover all four assessment objectives (A01 contextual studies, A02 Experimenting with materials, A03 Recording & A04 Final piece)
What can this course lead on to?
Careers using creative skills include animation, fine art, fashion design, graphic design, illustration, photography, print making and product design.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
There are only 30 places available on the GCSE Art course. Students identifying Art as one of their preference subjects will need to have demonstrated a good standard of ability in year 9 and have a good attendance record.
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Subject:  Business

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
2 exams at the end of year 11.
What will be covered in the course?
Covers all aspects of business management, setting up a business, running a business, marketing, production, human resources, finance, production, customer service
What can this course lead on to?
Whilst the GCSE in Businnes will lend itself to progression in any level 3 qualification in business (including business a level) it is not a pre-requisite. 
Careers utilising business qualifications include accountancy, marketing and human resources.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
Students wishing to partake in the GCSE in Business must have achieved at least an average grade in their English mid-year assessments as well as having a positive attendance. 
Subject:  Computer Science

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: OCR

How is the subject assessed? 
2 exams at the end of year 11.
What will be covered in the course?
Computer Systems, Algorithms and Programming
What can this course lead on to?
Any IT or computer science level 3 qualification, any area of IT and computing and any other career choice as computing / app design / web technology become more important.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
Students wishing to partake in the GCSE in Computer Science must have achieved at least an average grade in their Computer Science mid-year assessments as well as having a positive attendance.
Subject:  Dance

Qualification: BTEC Performing Arts (Dance)
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
Internal Assessment Units: Component 1 and Component 2. 
External Assessment Unit: Component 3.
What will be covered in the course?
Component 1: will explore the Performing arts by examining a professional dance work and the process used to create performances. Students will develop an understanding of  the roles and responsibilities of Dance practitioners by participating in practical dance workshops and producing their own research project. Component 2: Students will develop performance skills and techniques by reproducing professional repertoire. Students will be part of a Dance Company, participating in company technique classes and development of professional repertoire. Component 3: Students will pull together all they have learned and apply their knowledge in a performance. They will become part of a touring company and produce choreographic work that engages a community setting (e.g. Primary school).
What can this course lead on to?
Prepares you for AS/ A Level and BTEC Level 3 Dance. The course develops many transferrable skills that will prepare for a variety of career goals, both in the Performing Arts and other industries. The course focuses on skills, such as; leadership, creativity, confidence, critical thinking and analysis.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  Design and Technology
Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA

How is the subject assessed? 
· x1 50% Non Examined Assessment Examination board set theme for project. Completed from June of Year 10 to February of Year 11,
· x1 50% Examination in June of Year 11
What will be covered in the course?
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise.
We study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. Students will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth, traditionally timber.
What can this course lead on to?
Design and Technology is a broad and varied course that opens many avenues for employment in the design, business and engineering worlds. Students often end up in these sectors through A Levels, Degrees and apprenticeships. Recently we have had students go into Civil Engineering, Architecture, Vehicle Design along with Computer Aided Design and Aerodynamics.  Its such a broad subject that suits students who want to work within a practical setting, but understand where these products have come from.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  Drama
Qualification: BTEC Performing Arts (Drama)
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel
How is the subject assessed? 
3 Components. 
· 2 x Non examined assessments
· I x External Assesment
What will be covered in the course?
COMPONENT 1 - Investigating and Exploring a professional works30% 
In this component students will develop their understanding of a professional work through a practical exploration. The outcome of this component is a written piece of coursework that will be completed during the first year of the course. The focus is exploring a professional work and understanding the roles and responsibilities within it.  
COMPONENT 2 - Performance/Script Extracts Monologues/Duologues and Group pieces 30% 
In this component learners will select,rehearse and perform an extract from a professional work. They will record milestones, track their progress and review and evaluate the process and performance.  
COMPONENT 3 - Responding to a brief 40% 
In this component students will create their own performance in a group. Learners can work in a group of 3-6 performers/designers. The work will be recorded in a written format and digital. This component is a combination of the skills taught and developed from C1 and C2.
What can this course lead on to?
Transferable skills, exploring creativity, Confidence, Problem solving, working collaboratively. Fundementally, this course relies on collaboration and communication. Whilst vocational,learners will be required to record notes to outline the processes. At a time when exam focus is heavy, this course offers creativity, developing confidence, communication and collaboration skills.  
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  Ethics and Philosophy (Religious Studies GCSE)

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA

How is the subject assessed? 
Paper 1 Beliefs and Practices - 1 hour 45 minutes 
Paper 2 Themes - 1 hour 45 minutes
What will be covered in the course?
Students learn about the beliefs and teachings of two major world faiths: Christianity and Buddhism. This gives students a broad foundation of knowledge about two very different world faiths. Students explore the beliefs and history of each religion and then the modern day practices which stem from the beliefs.  Paper two is a broader study of a range of themes. These are Relationships, Life and Death, Crime and Punishment, and Human Rights. These themes are studied from a range of perspectives, including, but not exclusively, Christianity and Buddhism. Students look at these themes through the lens of science, law, economics and morality as well as through religion and history.
What can this course lead on to?
Ethics and philosophy is an excellent companion subject to science and humanity subjects. It can lead to Religious Studies or Philosophy A level, but also to Law, Politics, Economics, Science or any humanities subjects. You will be learning the skills of analysis, interpretation of a source, logical chains of reasoning and the ability to see and understand a range of viewpoints, while still passionately defending your own. EP supports students wishing to enter and public facing role such as Health care, Social services or Education. It would support a career in ethical decision making such as the Criminal Justice system, medical research, environmental science or AI. It is perfect for any student who wants to think about the big issues of the world and how to best live with compassion and have a positive impact.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  Food Preparation and Nutrition

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA
How is the subject assessed? 
· Single Paper Written Examination (50%) – June of Year 11.
· Non Examined Assessment 1 (15%) – September of Year 11.
· Non Examined Assessment 2 (35%) – Plan and produce and evaluate 3 dishes based on examination board set theme within a set time period.
What will be covered in the course?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition.
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
 • Food, nutrition and health.
• Food science.
• Food safety.
• Food choice .
• Food provenance.
The range of food and ingredients studied reflect the recommended guidelines for a healthy diet based on the main food commodity groups.
What can this course lead on to?
Upon completion of this course, students will have a qualification that will enable them to go on to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  French

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
The qualification is split into 4 exams each worth 25% of the final grade. There is one exam for each of the four skills of listening, reading, writing, speaking. The speaking exam is conducted in school with the teacher conducting the exam.
What will be covered in the course?
There will be Six themes covered: • My personal world • Lifestyle and wellbeing • My neighbourhood  • Media and technology  • Studying and my future  • Travel and tourism. 
All themes will be assessed across the 4 skills
What can this course lead on to?
This qualification offers a suitable progression route to GCE AS and GCE A Level in  French language. The integration of productive and receptive skills across the  assessment objectives, replicates the approach that is used in the A level qualifications.  At A level there is an additional assessment objective that focusses on cultural  knowledge. In our GCSE we actively reference cultural aspects as relevant to the age  group, allowing progression on to this aspect of the A level qualification. In addition, the study of one language at GCSE can facilitate and help promote the  learning of other languages. The qualification may also add to an individual’s  employability profile. Students will be able to apply their knowledge, skills and  understanding to authentic, real-life contexts. They will develop transferable skills that  support higher education study and the transition to employment, together with an  understanding and appreciation of French speaking countries and their cultures.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  GCSE PE

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: OCR

How is the subject assessed? 
Exams 60% (x2 - 30% each) 
10% written coursework
30% practical (x3 sports - 10% each)
What will be covered in the course?
Physiology and Anatomy: Skeletal and Muscular system, Respiratory system and cardiovascular systems, Movement analysis (planes, axis and levers) Short and long term effects of exercise.  Physical training: Components of fitness and testing Principles of training (Training methods, SPORT AND FITT), Reducing injury (warm up/cool down, suitable competition and risk assessments). Sociocultural factors: Patterns in participation of different groups and sports. (Data trends, barriers and solutions to participation), Commercialisation of sport Ethical and sociocultural issues in sport (PED’s, violence, sportsmanship/gamesmanship behaviour.   Sports psychology: Classification of skills (environmental and difficulty continuums), Characteristics of skilful movement (PFACE), Goal setting (SMART targets), Mental preparation (imagery, positive self talk, selective attention). Health fitness and wellbeing:  Health fitness and well being (definitions and factors affecting it, lifestyle diseases) and Diet and nutrition.
What can this course lead on to?
A level PE, Vocational sports course including Cambridge Technical Sport and Physical activity (both delivered at Montsaye). Wide variety of careers in the sports and leisure industry, sports media, sports injury, rehabilitation and medicine.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
Students wishing to partake in the GCSE in PE must have achieved at least an average grade in their PE and Science mid-year assessments as well as having a positive attendance. Students that are not able to access the GCSE PE course should consider sports studies as an alternative.
Subject:  Geography
Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: AQA A
How is the subject assessed? 
Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE
Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE
Unit 3: Geographical applications and skills Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of GCSE
What will be covered in the course?
This is an issue based, investigative qualification, with an emphasis on problem solving and enquiry. Pupils will study: 
Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment The Challenge of Natural Hazards– focusing on the causes and impacts of, and the responses to tectonic and atmospheric hazards globally. Physical landscapes in the UK - focusing on key processes, features and management of rivers and coasts in the UK. The Living World – focusing on the opportunities and challenges faced in the rainforest and the polar enviroments.
Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment Urban Issues and Challenges – focusing on the opportunities and challenges faced by our ever-growing cities. The Changing Economic World – focusing on how development is distributed globally, and the changing economic development globally. The Challenge of Resource Management – focusing on the challenges faced within the UK and globally related to water, food and energy.
Unit 3: Geographical applications and skills Issue evaluation – this is based on pre-release material sent by AQA in March of their exam year. Fieldwork – based on fieldwork visits to the East Coast and Birmingham.
What can this course lead on to?
Policy makers, town planning, disaster management and response, teaching, physical research, development and poverty support, aid agencies/charities, strategy planning (e.g. Army/Navy); travel industry; recycling, conservation, cartography, sustainability – energy, water, waste, environmental consultant, GIS etc. 
Are there any entry requirements to select this course? None
Subject:  Health and Social Care
Qualification: BTEC Tech Award Health and Social Care
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel
How is the subject assessed? 
2 internally assessed components: Human Lifespan Development and Health 
& Social Care Services and Values. 
1 examined component: Health and Wellbeing.
What will be covered in the course?
This qualification is for learners interested in taking a hands-on course alongside their GCSEs 
that will offer them an insight into what it is like to work in one of the fastest growing sectors 
in the UK: Health & Social Care. The course covers some of the fundamental aspects of health 
and social care, including growth and development, health and social care services and values, 
and health and wellbeing, giving learners a broad introduction to a sector that transects a wide 
range of careers from social care and social work to many different branches of healthcare. The 
breadth of this course allows learners to identify their strengths and interests to help inform next 
steps in education and training.
What can this course lead on to?
The BTEC Tech Award complements the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology or GCSE Psychology, allowing learners to apply their knowledge in a vocational context. Achievement of the qualification opens up a wide range of progression opportunities, including A Levels or a BTEC National in Health and Social Care.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  History

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
Paper 1: Medicine
Paper 2: American West & Anglo Saxon and Norman England 
Paper 3: Wiemar & Nazi Germany.

What will be covered in the course?
Medicine Through Time – Explore the changes in medicine from 1000 to 2025. This includes an in-depth case study on medicine on the Western Front. Learn about the rise of the Nazi regime in Germany and how Hitler came to power. Discover what life was like under a dictatorship, including control, propaganda, and persecution under Nazi rule. Investigate the rise of the American West and the decline of Native American life between 1835 and 1890. Understand how the American West transformed from a hostile land into a place of economic development, opportunity, crime, and violence. Finally, explore the Norman Conquest of England and the terror, politics, and lifestyle the Normans brought to Anglo-Saxon England under the reign of William the Conqueror.
What can this course lead on to?
GCSE History is important because it helps us understand how past events have shaped the world today. It develops critical thinking, analytical, and communication skills by teaching students to evaluate evidence and form reasoned arguments. Studying history also provides valuable lessons from past successes and mistakes, helping us make informed decisions in the present and future. It is a strong foundation for further study in history, politics, law, and international relations, leading to careers in education, journalism, government, law, and research.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
None
Subject:  Music
Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Eduqas

How is the subject assessed? 
· Component 1 Performing 30% Non Examined Assessment
· Component 2 Composing 30% Non Examined Assessment
· Component 3 Appraising 40% Exam

What will be covered in the course?
Component 1 Performing
· Minimum of two pieces, lasting a total of 4-6 minutes, recorded in the Year 11
· One piece must be an ensemble (group piece) lasting at least one minute
· Grade 3 music is the standard level and can score full marks if played perfectly.
· You can use any instrument or voice.
Component 2 Composing
· Composition One: Created in response to a brief set by WJEC – there are 4 to choose from each year.
· Composition Two: Free composition – ANY style you want to write in.
Component 3 Appraising - Listening examination
· The exam is based on 8 questions based on four areas of study
o Area of Study 1 Musical Forms and Devices (including set work Badinerie by J.S Bach)
o Area of Study 2 Music for Ensemble
o Area of Study 3 Film Music
o Area of Study 4 Popular Music (including set work Toto: Africa)


What can music lead on to?
Music will enable you to demonstrate many skills which employers, colleges and universities are looking for.
· Analytical & Critical Thinking. Useful for: A‑levels, essay subjects, problem‑solving, media studies, psychology, even coding.
· Active Listening & Attention to Detail. Useful for: Sound engineering, languages, science experiments, editing work, customer‑facing jobs.
· Confidence & Performance Skills. Useful for: Presentations, interviews, drama, leadership roles, public speaking.
· Teamwork & Collaboration. Useful for: Group projects, workplace teamwork, creative industries, events.
· Creativity & Originality. Useful for: Art, design, media, marketing, entrepreneurship.
· Technical & Digital Skills. Useful for: Music tech, podcasting, digital media, content creation, IT confidence.
· Discipline, Practice & Time Management. Useful for: Any post‑16 course, apprenticeships, part‑time work, personal projects.

Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
To be suitable for this course you should have achieved a year 9 mid-year assessment of average or greater in Music as well as a good attendance level.
Subject:  Photography

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
Component 1 = 60% 
Component 2 = 40% 
All marked by the department and sample moderated in school by an external moderator.
What will be covered in the course?
This is a foundation course covering composition techniques and SLR camera functions. The major project varies as it is reviewed every year and changed / updated. The exam project is set by the exam board. Both have to cover all four assessment objectives (A01 contextual studies, A02 Experimenting with materials, A03 Recording & A04 Final piece)
What can this course lead on to?
Corporate photographer Editorial & press photographer Fashion Photographer Fine Art Photographer Wedding photographer Portrait photographer Medical clinical photographer Digital Imaging specialist Picture researcher Art & Photo editor Further / Higher  education lecturer
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
There are only 30 places available on the GCSE Photography course. Students identifying Photography as one of their preference subjects will need to have demonstrated a good standard of ability in year 9 and have a good attendance record.
Subject:  Psychology

Qualification: GCSE
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

How is the subject assessed? 
Six compulsory units and two optional units assessed across two exam papers at the end of Y11. 
Paper 1 covers topics 1-5 and is worth 55%. 
Paper 2  covers the optional topics 45% of the marks . 
Both papers include questions on Research Methods
What will be covered in the course?
Development , Memory , Psychological problems, The brain and neuropsychology , Social Influence,  Research Method, Criminal Psychology and Language, Thought & Communication
What can this course lead on to?
A levels in Social Science , Health & Social Care, Degree level study in Psychology , Criminology , Marketing , Social Care, Policing, Mental Health Support Worker, Forensics, Occupational Health and Education Psychology.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
Students wishing to partake in the GCSE in Psychology must have achieved at least an average grade in their English mid-year assessments as well as having a positive attendance. Any student not meeting the criteria for GCSE Psychology may wish to consider the BTEC in Health and Social care, there are overlaps in some of the content.
Subject:  Separate Sciences
Qualification: GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics
Exam Board: AQA
How is the subject assessed? 
Terminal exams - 2 exams per science discipline. Required practicals will be completed throughout the course and assessed in the terminal written papers along with content. 
What will be covered in each GCSE?
	Biology Paper 1
	Chemistry Paper 1
	Physics Paper 1

	Cell Biology
Organisation
Infection and Response
Bioenergetics
	Atomic Structure
Structure & Properties of Matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
	Energy
Electricity
Particle Model of Matter
Atomic Structure

	Biology Paper 2
	Chemistry Paper 2
	Physics Paper 2

	Homeostasis and Response
Inheritance, Variation & Evolution
Ecology
	Rate & extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources
	Forces
Waves
Magnetism & Electromagnetism
Space Physics


 What can this course lead on to?
A levels and science careers including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, conservation, engineering, food technology, zoology, botany. Too many to list due to the extent of transferable skills and highly recognised qualifications. 
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?
Students for this course are pre-selected based on their performance in the year 9 mid-year assessments.
Subject:  Sports Studies

Qualification: Cambridge National
Exam Board: OCR

How is the subject assessed? 
Unit R184 40% (EXAM): Contemporary issues in sport 
Unit R185 40% (coursework and practical performance): Performance and leadership in sports activities 
Unit R187 20% (coursework and performance): Increasing awareness of Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
What will be covered in the course?
R184 Exam: Issues which affect participation in sport, The role of sport in promoting values, The implications of hosting a major sporting event for a city or country, , The role National Governing Bodies (NGBs) play in development of their sport, The role of technology in sport. 
Unit R185: Practical performance in two sports, planning delivering and reflecting on a sports coaching session. 
Unit R187: identifying opportunities to take part in Outdoor and Adventurous Activities, planning to take part in an activity, taking part in an activity, identifying the benefits of outdoor adventurous activities. .
What can this course lead on to?
Studying Cambridge Technical Level 3 Sports and Physical Activity in the sixth form. A wide range of jobs in the sport and leisure industry including those in sports centres and outdoor activity centres and coaching.
Are there any entry requirements to select this course?

Students wishing to partake in Sports Studies must have demonstrated an understanding of the requirements of PE in the curriculum.
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